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INTRODUCTION. 


Wherever we travel throughout Chriſtendom, in Europe, 
America, or elſewhere, we find great numbers of Men, of all 
deſcriptions, very much diffatisfied with their condition; or in 
other words, with the State of the Society they are connected 
with. We find them agitated by a reſtleſs defire of emigrating; 

their Country, the place of their abode, is, in their imaginations 
at leaſt, ſo infeſted with obſtruftions to their peace of mind, and 
internal ſatisfaftion, that they are perpetually and anxioully 
every proſpett, of being happier in ſome other fituation. | 


The obſervant Traveller is ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at this 
phenomenon ; at firſt he imagines ſome general infatuation has 
ſeized the greateſt part of the human ſpecies; but when he 
exerciſes his judgment, and begins attentively to examine theſe. 
People, how is he furprized to diſcern in them, inſtead of a 


character ſuited to Vagabonds and worthleſs Adventurers, as he 
naturally expected to find them, ſuch genius and talents, as 
belong only to the nobler part of the human race. He finds 
among them many who are married, and the heads of numerous 
a2 families ; 


1 
families; and their diſſatisfaction frequently appears, in propor- 
ton to the nobler faculties they ſeem poſſeſſed of. 


This phenomenon, which in it's kind 1s very remarkable, 
ſurely merits the greateſt attention, particularly in order to the 
unfolding the true cauſes hereof, We may be diſpoſed to 
believe, that it ariſes from a certain Inconſtancy, with which the 
whole c ivilized part of Mankind, in the preſent Century, ſeems 
to be infatuated; an Inconftancy which might be ſuppoſed to 
be founded on a debauched ſenſibility. But when we examine 
the ſubject with attention, we find this to be a very miſtaken 
concluſion; inaſmuch as theſe People expoſe themfelves volun- 
tarily to great dangers, and to many inconveniencies of life, 
only from a hope of obtaining a more extenſive Liberty than at 
preſent they enjoy. In one word, if we ſeriouſly and fincerely 
endeavour to inveſtigate the cauſes of this diſcontent, we ſhall 
ſoon find, that the fault is not in the diſcontented People, but 
in the Community of which they are Members. Man is born to 
Liberty, and according to his ability and induſtry, he is intitled 
to all the prerogatives that the Community can afford him; but 
Liberty is reſtrained, and all true acceſs to every thing agreeable 
in life is ſhut up. Every one feels a fort of Political and CEco- 
nomical Slavery. We find about us wealthy People, who have 
acquired Fortunes, not agreeable to Order, but without labour 
or abilities, either by Inheritance, Marriages, or by many hazard- 
ous and unwarrantable enterprizes; not to mention many means 
too deteſtable to be avowed. We find alſo every where People 


_ polleſſing the moſt dignified Offices in the Community, deſtitute 


of all true merit, when we conſider the qualities of their hearts 
as well as of their intellects. On the other hand, directly the 
reverſe of this, we ind every where People of the beſt abilities, 


and 
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and moſt diligent induſtry in performing the moſt valuable 
uſes, oppre ſſed with intolerable labour, obliged to make their 
way through life, not only in the ſweat of their brows, deftitute 
both of it's innocent luxuries, and many of it's neceſſaries; but 
alſo under an abject ſervility to innumerable monied Tyrants: 
for it cannot be denied, that many Men of the beſt hearts and 
moſt 2c alous activity for the welfare of Mankind, are continually 
trodden under and preſſed by the grievous yoke of the dignified 
proud Man, who has nothing but his Wealth, or his Place, for 
the ground of that indifference, ſcorn, and unmerciful infolence, 
which he pours upon the more worthy of his own ſpecies who 
are below him. This is an affecting ſpectacle; but we may turn 
from it to one much more deeply affecting, when we take a 
view of, and ſeriouſly reflect upon the ſtate of Marriages, poiſoned 
by an Anti-conjugal Life, in all the Communities of Europe. 
Marriages conſtitute the very elements of Society, and every 
Marriage is a repreſentative, in miniature, of the Civil Society in 
it's principles or beginnings. In every Community we find great 
multitudes of Men mature for Marriage, who remain unmarried, 
and rove about the Community, like robbers, only ſerving to 
promote the Anti-conjugal Life ; hkewiſe vaſt multitudes of 
Women, deſigned by creation to conſtitute the felicity of Men, 
wholly neglected by the Community, and paſſing their time in a 
criminal indolence, and many in the miſeries of proſtitution, 
without ever taſting the pure endearments of affectionate Wives 
and tender Mothers. But this is not all; how affecting is it to 
come nearer, and reflect upon the preſent ſtate of Marriage 
Unions; inſtead of conſidering them, as they ſhould be, the moſt 
intimate and ſtrongeſt ties, as the very Pillars of the Community, 
we find them in general the moſt neglected, and confidered as 

the moſt inſignificant and unſafe ties. It is diſtreſſing to obſerve 
| it, 
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it, but Marriages in their preſent ſtate are but Seminaries for a 


corrupt Generation; inſtead of a ſincere Friendibip, which ought 
to ſubſiſt in the Union, we find nothing but Indifference, pro- 
ceeding from diſſimulation; inſtead of Liberty, Conſtraint; inſtead 
of tender Love, cold Diſguſt. 


Such appear to be the Seminaries of Communities at pre- 
ſent; this is but too juſt a pifture of the very elements and 
moſt intimate ties of human Society, in all the civilized Nations 
of the ill-fated Century, in which we live; and the Govern- 
ments, as well the Eccleſiaſtical as the Civil, univerſally neglect 
Societies are bound together, in their preſent monſtrous forms, 
nat ac 


Did bales. ind hay ce 06: e we Be 
every where loſt, viz. that before Civil Communites fubfifled, 
on the contrary. That the very elements in all Civil Societies 
are Marriages. That in like Goodneſs and Order as theſe are 
compoſed, ſo is alſo the Civil Society formed therefrom; which is 
a Truth fo evident, that a more perſett political Thermometer 
cannot be given, whereby to judge of the happineſs or the un- 
happineſs of any Community. That if many of the Members 
of a Society live unmarried, or not according to the regular 
Order of Marriage, much more an Anti-conjugil Life; there we 
may pronounce, without the Spirit of Prophecy, that Society 
draws nigh to it's deſtruction, and fo much the faſter, as it's 
bigher Members are found living in fuch a manner. In one 


word, that the very life of Civil Society is Marriage. However 
excellent 
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excellent theſe fundamental truths are, the falſe Religions and 
falſe Politics have enveloped them in ſuch a thick darkneſs, that 
it is ſcarce poſſible to diſcern them; and if any are fo happy as 
to diſcover them, and become perſuaded of their great impor- 
tance, thev ſtill remain but abſtract truths, becauſe the dreadful 
diſorder, with which all Societies have been fo long infefted, 
makes it impoſſible for them to be received ſo as to be re- 
duced to practice. But this is not all; Marriages are unhappy, 
the Anti-conjugal Life is common, in all it's enormouſly 
deadly branches, and the moral and political Evils from theſe 
baneful ſources, are continually extending their overwhelming 
deſtruction like a flood. Education for Poſterity is alſo in a moſt 
lamentable ſtate, more eſpecially that of the Female Sex, on 
which, however, the whole felicity of Mankind fo greatly de- 
pends. The whole ſyſtem, from beginning to end, inſtead of 
nurturing this moſt amiable part of the human race, to be the 
fource whence all its honour, all it's dignity, all it's comforts, . 
all t's deleftations, in one word, all it's perſections are derived, 
may be juſtly called a combination for deſtroying the great 
defign of their exiſtence, viz. that of becoming amiable Wives 
and tender Mothers; not to mention, alſo, uſeful and prudent 
Houſewives. On the contrary, they are educated to a variety of 
uſeleſs modes, falſely called accompliſhments, which, in caſe of 
Marriage, ſcarcely fail to entail misfortune and miſery on their 
ene pre eee Ag_,. oa o— 
burthen to the Community. 


This picture is very incomplete, but I am ſure there are 
few Veople of ſober reflection, who will not be obliged to accede 
to the truth of what is here advanced; becauſe the plaineſt 


daily 
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daily experience evinces but too evidently the unhappy flate in 
which our Communities are now found. 


All things are in the greateſt diſorder, not to fay confuſion. 
It is according to Order, that the culture of the Animal Kingdom 
ſhould be confidered and uſed as the firit fource of wealth and 
greatneſs in a Community, as forming the principal fortune of 
n's Members; that the culture of the Vegetable Kingdom 
ſhould be the next fund; and laſtly, that the Mineral Kingdom 
ſhould be the third ſource: but not as it is now, when, on the 
contrary, the produ& of the laſt is conſidered as confttunng the 
principal finews of all civilized Communities. It is alſo accord- 
ing to Order, that the production of Raw Materials in the three 
Natural Kingdoms, ſhould conflitute the moſt honourable occu- 
pations of a ſtate; next, the manufacturing of theſe ; and laſlly, the 
commerce, which from the exiſtence of the former dcrives it's 
ſubſiſtence: but not as it is at preſent, when Commerce is 
regarded in the moſt honourable light, as conflituting and re- 
preſenting the ſtrength of Communities. It is allo according t 
Order, that the circulating ſtock of money in a Community 
ſhould repreſent the produce which is drawn by induſtry, dili- 
gence, and pains, from the three Natural Kingdoms; but not as 
it is now, when it only repreſents itſelf, or the quanti'y of 
Gold and Silver, and not uſeful productions; as a confequence 
of which fooliſh eſtimation of money, there has crept into all 
European States an extravagant circulation of Paper Currency, 
far beyond the real quantity of Gold and Silver, which it pre- 
tends to repreſent. but which in fact is a mere chimera or lye of 
exiſtence. It is according to Order, that the only real, and of 
courſe the moſt ſatisfactory means ot cb:aining wealth, and of 
increaſing in a Scciety, are all kinds of activity in every indi- 

vidual, 
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vidual, in what is uſeful; but not as it is now, when, contrary 
to the true nature of things, all the proſperity of a ftate, as well 
as of individuals, is falſely founded on lotteries and hazard, in- 
heritance, rich marriages, gambling, intrigues, and falſe ſpecula- 
tions, &c. &c. In one word, Money, which ought to repreſent the 


exerciſes of Induſtry and Activity, now on the contrary repreſents. 
Intrigues and Idleneſs. 


Such at preſent is the perverſion of Civil Liberty in all Euro- 
pean Communities, from whence we may conclude, that Europe 
is doomed to. undergo a moſt dreadful and durable ſlate of 
Vaſtation. Her internal convulfions muſt be inconceivably dif- 
trefling and of long continuance, becauſe the Falſes and the 
Evils, which at preſent are fo rampant and univerſal, have by 
U W Dy Gs CE GEES. 


Very great Eccleſiaſtical Liberty has dawned upon Chit 
tendom, within the latter half of the preſent Century; but as 
yet there doth not appear the leaſt proſpeR of true Civil Liberty; 
nor does it ſeem at all probable, that when it ſhould appear, it 
will for a long time to come make any conſiderable progreſs 
in Europe. The Ecclefiaſtic and the Civil Liberty m a Com- 
munity, ſtand to each other exactly in the fame relation, as the 
liberties of ſpeech and action do in an Individual. The ſelicity 
of a Community hath all it's Influx from the former, and all it's 
Efllux in the latter kind of Liberty. That Eccleſiaſtical Liberty, 
which hath been introduced into Europe, conſiſts chiefly in a 
mere unfolding of the rational Principle, and a greater ſpiritual 
Liberty therewith combined, than has ever yet exiſted in ſo 
:gh a degree, at leaſt for many thouſands of years back. The 
C1111 Liberty, however, is not yet reſtored; but on the contrary, 
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ir is evident that Slavery in the exterior is now much greater than 
it has ever yet been. By Civil Liberty, I underftand a limita- 
tion to the deſires or lult of Dominion and Poſſeſſion; conſe- 
quently by Civil Slavery, I underſland the free unreſtrained 
courſe and tyranny of both theſe Luſts. Influx ought always to 
be accommodated to Efflux, for where the latter is retarded, the 
former is proportionably ſhut out. This is the reaſon why we 
find that the Eccleſiaſtical Liberty introduced into Europe, is but 
merely ideal, becauſe it has no Efflux in the Civil Liberty. 


Two things may be ſaid to conſtitute the Political Hell of a 
Community, viz. the Luft of Dominion, originating in the love 
of ſelf; and the Luft of Poſſeſſion, originating in the love of the 
world. By higher and higher degrees of dignity in a Community, 
a Man comes into the uncontrolable exerciſe of the former, and 
in general, by ſuch means he exalts himſelf above his fellow- 
citizens; and by greater and greater degrees of wealth, he comes 
into the uncontrolable exerciſe of the latter, and in general, by 
ſuch means, to the poſſeſſion thereof, either in reality or in credit. 
Now every one who is in the exerciſe of theſe two paſſions, 
without uſing them to extend to the influences of Goodneſs 
and Truth, is a tyrant, in the ſame proportion as he exerts 
his power in the exerciſe of theſe two ignoble paſſions; and as it 
is but too obvious, that moſt Men at preſent are more or leſs of 
ſuch a diſpoſition, it is very eaſy to perceive the cauſe of the 
general conſtraint and tyranny which reigns like a deſolating 
Fiend all over Europe. What Man of ſedate reflection but muſt 
draw this concluſion, that this conſtraint, or the tyranny of one 
Man over another, cannot ceaſe at once, but that a long time is 
requiſite for it's deſtruction? The means of Vaſtation muſt always 
be dreadful and of long duration, in proportion as theſe two 
paſſions are become deeply rooted in a Community; under ſuch 
a period 
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z period of Vaſtation it cannot be pleaſant to paſs one's liſe, ſtill 
leſs ſo to procreate Children, who mult of courſe become either 
Slaves of Tyrants, or Tyrants themſelves. Is it then to be 
wondered at, that ſo many feeF the grievous oppreſſion of this 
yoke, according to their perception of the cauſes, and according 
to the antipathy they muſt conceive for paſſions which produce 
ſuch an inſernal bondage? Or is it reaſonable, when it may be 
poſſible, inſtead of emancipating themſelves, ſtill to continue 
under the intolerable burden? This Emancipation muſt be 
utterly impracticable here in Europe, fo long as the Tyranny 
of Money exiſts. Who does not upon every flruggle within 
himſelf find the truth of this? Conſequently, would Men be free 
and happy, removing from Europe, ſome afylum muſt be ſought 
from this boundleſs Tyranny of the luſts of Dominion and Poſ- 

ſeſſion. Such a ſtate can only be found by the inſtitution of a 
New Civil Community out of Europe, where the moral Liberty 
has a boundleſs effluence, and by which only true Religion and 
the exerciſes of civil duties can be reſtored. The true exerciſe 
of civil duties is founded in an unboundedly active Induſtry, in 
what is uſeful; and true Religion, in an unlimited exerciſe of a 
regular Conjugal Life. Scarcely any of theſe are now poſſible 
in Europe, ſtill leſs the true exerciſe of civil duties, in which, 
however, the very Efflux of a genuine true and rational Religion 
lies; becauſe the baleful tyranny of money, and the baneful in-- 
fluence of an Anti-conjugal Life, muſt remain yet for a long 
time the hedious monſters, by whoſe power all the exerciſe of 
virtue and civil duties will be ſuffocated. 


To what purpoſe is Spiritual Liberty without Civil Liberty ? 
What good uſe can be made of an enhghtened rational faculty, 
when the natural faculty is confined m chains of Slavery? All: 
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our Spiritual Light, and the opening of the rational faculties 
thereby, in this caſe, will but ſerve to aggravate our Political Hell. 
Can there be a greater torment, than to have the underſtanding 
illuminated with Divine Light, without any effluxes thereof into 
the life? Is it not effential Hell, to will but not to be able to 
perform, and to be able but not to will? The will without the 
power, and the power without the will, are both alike excru- 
ciating to the poſſeſſor, as a ſmall degree of reflection muſt con- 
vince any one. Why ſhould we then continue to hve m this 
miſerable bondage, when a door 1s opened for us by the graci- 
ous hand of Divine Providence, into a ſtate of Liberty and 
Felicity ? 


Theſe, with many other reaſons, combining together as the 
ſource of all the diſcontent which I have obſerved in all parts of 
Europe, & the bondage which great numbers of the moſt 
valuable citizens paſs their lives, have excited in me, now for 
many years, much exerciſe of mind, to contemplate the beſt plan 
for a Free Community. As the reſult of much fludy, when I 
attempted to anatomize a proper plan, I providentially diſcovered 
the twelve chief Branches in all Communities. I call it a diſ- 
covery, for if others have thought of it, I have no where found 
it ſuggeſted, and I believe it muſt finke every confiderate and in- 
telligent perſon, not only as new and original, but alſo as very 
important ot: account of its perſection. Let any one think 
ever fo deeply on the ſubject, and try if he can conceive a 
poſſible branch of human Junfprudence, that does not diſ- 
tincily arrange nſelf in ſome one of thoſe chief branches, from 
whence it ſprings into juſt twelve more, by which means a 
Community might, without the leaſt diforder vr confuſion, by a 
— the whole Earth, 
5 conveying 


(kin) 


conveying to every part of the whole circumference, that per 
happineſs which ever hues from, and inſeparably 8 3 
Order; ſo that ds concluſion reſults, the very reverſe of what 
takes place in all the Communities we know of, viz. that the more 
extenſive this Community ſhall grow, the more perſett it ſhall be: 
In ſhort, it would be a continually growing emblem of the Lox D's 
Kingdom in the Heavens, which is eternally increaſing in it's 
magnitude and numbers, alſo in it's harmony, ſymmetry, and per- 
feftion, which conflitutes it's beauty and it's glory. 


After having diſcovered theſe twelve chief Branches in every 
Community, I was led to examine, what would be the beſt and 
moſt orderly arrangement of theſe Branches, as in their Order 
conſiſts the perfeQtion or imperfettion of every Government. I 
perceived then, that if a Community ſhall be free, and continue 
in the enjoyment of it's Liberty, it muſt have two powers com- 
poſing the head ſprings of it's Government, one Active, the other 
Re-aftive; by this I was led to form the plan here propoſed, per- 
ſuaded not only of it's Originality, but of it's Perſection, and 
therefore of it's being intitled to a preference among all the Con- 
ſtitutions hitherto known. Furthermore, when I examined the 
baſis of morality in all Communities, I found it in the Con- 
jugal Life; and finally, as this is the baſis of all Religion, fo 
I found by a very mature and ſerious examination, that of all 
Religions, in all Communities, I could conceive of none fo uſeful 
as that which is here, though on a very ſmall ſcale, treated of. 


Here then the reader is preſented with a Plan, intirely new, 
and perhaps before unthought of, for the formation and uſe of 
a Free Community. It only remains, that a number of zealous 
friends to humanity combine themſelves to form and promote 

ſuch 
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ſuch a Community, in ſome place out of the bounds of Europe, 
where the natives ſhall be found in a fimple ſtate of nature, com- 
paratively innocent, becauſe uncorrupted with the vices which 
have hitherto ſprung from a diſordered circulation. We may 
expect then ſoon to find many People, from all the nations of 
Europe, preſenting themſelves as uſeful Members, wiſhing to. 
partake of the privileges of this Community. 


Innumerable advantages obviouſly preſent themſelves, as the 
firſt and peculiar bleffings which muſt reſult to that nation, which, 
riſing to the greateſt pitch of magnanimity, above all former 
contraſted, not to fay degrading principles of Colonization, ſhall. 
ſend forth this child of unlimited Freedom and fin Morality, 
from their benevolent boſom, under the auſpicious wing of their 
protection. When they expand the infant's boſom with fuch 
exultation, what a beauteous child may they not hope to ſee! 
And being nurtured in widom by Liberty, what conſolation in 
oC TED I Ng: 
when other nations, not foreſeeing the wiſdom and p 
ſuch indulgence, too late ſhall lament their loſs! 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AS in the foregoing Work we could not conveniently in. 
troduce certain remarkable Anecdotes in regard to the Natives 
of Africa, and the Geography of the Country, which are no leſs 
curious than they would be uſeſul to the Reader; it is intended 
ſoon to publiſh, as a Companion to this Work, all that the 
Honourable Exanutr SWEDENBORG has written upon this 
important ſubject, as well in thoſe Works of his which are pub- 
liſhed, as in ſundry Manuſcripts, wherein he has been ſtill more 
particular. To which alſo will be added faithful Extrafts from 
the Journals of Perſons of Character in their Voyages to the 
Weſtern Parts of Africa. And as it is to be hoped the Bruſh 
Government will encourage the preſent Undertaking, a par- 
ticular Account of the Conditions, under which their Protection 
may be granted, will alſo be made public at the fame 
Time. 
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THE ANATOMY or 4 


FREE COMMUNITY. 
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Cultivation. Interior Order. Cultivation. Exterior Order. 
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FREE COMMUNITY 


ON THE 


COAST or AFRICA. 


COMMUNITY. 


Nothing is more confirmed by experience than 
that Man is born for Society; and that thence 
he derives all his Happineſs, or all his Miſery. 
What other difference is there between Good and 
Evil than this, that all which is Good ſerves 
permanently to connect, ſtrengthen, and perfect 
B 2 Soctety; 
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Society; and all which is Evil ferves to weaken 
and diſſolve the bands thereof, ſo as finally to pro- 
duce mere anarchy. How requifite, how umpor- 
tant then muſt it appear to every zealous friend 
of mankind, that the beſt, and the moſt perfett 
Syſtem ſhould be fiudied and recommended! 


Society is no other than a Conjunction, a 
Combination of Uſes ; or, m other words, of Men 
formed into a vaſt variety of uſeful Occupations. 
1's Life confiſts of Uſes, and the perfeftion of 
that Life is according to the excellency of thoſe 


Uſes, and at the ſame time according to their 
multiplicity. 


The Strength of Society conſiſts in the order 
and connection of thoſe Uſes, in one Form or body, 
and the Perfection of it is according to the ordi- 
nation and ſubordination thereof. The Form of 
Society derives all it's excellence and beauty there- 


from. 
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from. For what is the Form without Strength, 
or Strength without Life? Conſequently the more 
numerous and various the parts, and the greater the 
harmony ſubſiſting among them, the more perfect 
and complete is the whole; like the human body, 
whoſe components are innumerable, but whoſe action 
15 UNANIMOUS, 


THE PEOPLE. 


PEOPLE without Country cannot exiſt; but how wild 
is that Country, whoſe Inhabitants are uncivilized, ſlothful, 
and lawleſs? What is that Man who does not ftudy and prac- 
tiſe Uſes? Is it not from the real .uſe of his Will and Under- 
ſtanding, that Man derives his proper dignity and true worth? 
Is it not his incumbent duty, faithfully and dihgently to per- 
form Uſes? Is it not his greateſt wiſdom affiduouſly to ſhun every 
vice, and correct every habit which may ſerve to render him 
a uſeleſs member of the Society with which he is connefted? 
Does not all his proſperity, under the ſmiles of Divine Pro- 
vidence, ſpring from the uſeful employment of his Will 
and Underſtanding? How important then is the cultivation 


of thoſe two ſupreme faculties, which conflitute the very Life 
of Man? 


CULTIVA- 


(6) 


CULTIVATION or THE PEOPLE. 


It is an uncontroverted truth, that Man is born in groſs ignorance; 
but it is as manifeſt that he poſſeſſes innate faculties, capable of endleſs 
improvement. His life in this world is but a continued ſeries of inſtruc- 
tion and manuduction, for the ci li vation of his two principal faculties, the 
Luderſtanding and the Hi. The former being a receptacle of Truth, 
is capable of brighter and brighter illucidations thereof; and the latter be- 
ing a receptacle for Gd, is capable of greater and greater degrees thereof. 
And it may be preſumed, that there is no Nation on the face of the Globe 
deſtitute of this capacity; and in proportion to their right uſe of this 
faculty, they may attain perfections, ſcarcely conceived, even by wiſe Men 
in this degenerate age. 


The Cultivation of the People may be confidered under the three follow- 
ing heads, viz. Religion, Education, and the Means of Health. 


(1.) Rericron. The firſt and principal faculty of Man ts be unfolded and 
formed is the Will. But the Will is led 12 do Good only in Proportion as 
Exit is removed ; conſequently the true ol ject of all Religion is to ſhun Exils as 
Sins againſt God, which cannot be dene wiitout Humility, and Obedience to bis 
Commandments, | 


(2.) Epveation. The fecond faculty of Man is the Underſtanding, 
ce is a!fo ts be unfolded and formed ; but this faculty, as well as the 
Vil, ui bave application and induſtry for it's baſis. For Man's progreſs 
7: Religion is in praporti n to bis diligence, combined with Goodneſs in his 
Vill; & progreſs in 1//ruftion is in proportion 10 his diligence, combined 
% Truth ½ hs Underi)anding. Conſequently the true Lafis of EDucation 
is Hat af fglical ian and mdvufiry, into which Man is introduced from bis earlie/? 
are, , which bamility aud innocence cannot be formed. 
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(3-) Tur Mcans or Hearty. Temperance, exerciſe, and cleanlins/s, 
as means to prevent Diſeaſes, and improve the bodily firength, together with the 
Medical Art, for healing Diſeaſes and reſloring Health, are objef7s of the 
laſs importance. For an unſound and enfeebled body diſqualiſies a Man for 
labour and it's attendant fatigues, by wehich means the influence from a good 
Will and à true Underſtanding is greatly retarded in it's effiux. 


INTERIOR ORDER. 


All Order among Men depends intirely upon ſalutary Laws duly exe- 
cuted. Without this no univerſal defign can be promoted; nor can the 
Society exert that Strength which it's ſubſiſtence and ſecurity indiſpen- 
fably requires; nothing therefore is more important than due ſub- 
ordination, which depends eſſentially on the Form of it's internal Order, 
and the exemplary execution of the Laws. Without this a Society is 
nothing but a chaos: But in proportion as vices and evil habits are 
reſtrained and corrected by wholeſome Laws, the Civilization and 
Improvement of the People go on with rapidity. 


All Laws may be divided into the following claſſes, viz. Judicial, 
Political, and CEconomical. 


(I.) Ju DAI. A Communily without Laws of Juſtice, may be compared 
40 the body of a Man withont a bead, conſequently to ſomething that cannot exiſt. 
Accordingly no Nat ian is to be found on the face of the Earih, who are deſtitute 
of diſtiuct ideas concerning Good and Evil; and who do not, by means of 
rewards and punifhments, endeavour to encourage the free courſe of the former, 
and to reftrain the latter ; and thts in a near conformily to the Laws of the 
Decalogue, which is the maſt ancient and univerſal Code. 


(2.) Por tricarl. Every Community is compoſed of individuals in greater 
er laſſer numbers, claſſes, or orders, all of Thich muſt have Form and C- 
operation 
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operation with each other. For a Community without political Laws, 7s like a 
head without a body, or like a Man twithout Form or Order. 


(3-) CE.conoMiICAL. Theſe are like a Man's cloatbs, for they may not only 
be changed like apparel, but a Socicty teithout them is like a naked Man, expoſed 
19 every inclemency of the deal her. 


THE COUNTRY. 


A COUNTRY may be conſidered as that to a Community, 
which the Female 1s to the Male : For without Land, no Uſe can 
be produced. Therefore, a civilized Communi y. poſlefling a fine 
Country, may be compared to a well-formed Marriage: It alſo 
may be compared to the body and foul in Man, for by the 
former the latter performs all it's actions. A Country without 
People is a wilderneſs, and habitation for wild beaſts; but un- 
der the culture of an induſtrious People, it riſes into a terreſtrial 
Paradiſe, every where repleniſhed with the tame and uſeful ani- 
mals, enriched by fertile fields, vineyards, and paſtures, embel- 
liſhed with innumerable trees and plants; all ſeemingly emulous, 
hke the dutiful progeny of a happy Marriage, in producing the 
greateſt benefits. 


According to the extent and quality of the Land, two Things 
are to be conſidered; firſt it's Cullivation, and then the Con- 
centration of it's Strength for it's defence. 


CULTIVATION or Tue COUNTRY. 


The leaſt enlightened and experienced among Men do readily perceive 
the difference between a cultivaicd and an unculkivated Country. And it 
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is evident that this Cullure has no limits, but may advance higher and 
higher, and incrcaſc in endleſs degrees. This Culture is the baſis upon 
which civil Society is built, being the fund of it's ſubſiſtence. And 
although on this Earth the foil and other circumſtances vary exceedingly 
in different climates, yet the People become duly acquainted with it's 
qualities, it's capacity for improvement, and the proper channels thereof, 
in proportion as they themſelves advance in Culiivation, conſequently in 
diligence and diſcretion. 


The Cultivation of Lands may be divided into the following heads, viz. 
Produce, Manufattures, and Commerce. 


(t.) PrRopuce. The objefts under this bead, are all the ſubſtances in the 
three natural Kingdoms: And there is ſcarcely any Subjeft in them which 15 
not uſeful, and may not be applied as Raw Materials for the Manufa#ories 


belonging to the Community. And in proportion to theſe produt7tons, may be 
the numbers and riches of the Communily. 


(2.) Maxuractures. If the Country may produce immenſe quantities 
of Raw Materials, theſe productions may be prodigionſly augmented by the 
variety of the Manufa#tories, and the number of Artificers, which, under a 
wiſe and mild government, would be ſo many means of rendering the Community 
happy. | 


(3-) Commrrcs. Hitbout a free and extenſtve Commerce, the Raw 
Materials and the Faftories muſt lay unimproved ; but as a fwift circula- 
tion can be obtained for theſe, their natural increaſe from a boundleſs ſource 
will be perpetually advancing. 


EXTERIOR ORDER. 


It is not ſufficient, however, that the Land be cultivated in the higheſt 
degree, or that the Community be kept in order by the moſt perſect 
C Laws, 
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Laws, and faithful adminiſtration of every thing which relates to it's in- 


ternal proſperity; the Strength ct a Community muſt alſo be concen- 
trated for it's defence and ſecurity. 


All Power conſiſts in the moſt exact Order, eſpecially in the ultimate 
link of the chain, which connects the many thouſand individuals together 
in one univerſal Form. 


The Strength of all political Societies may be conſidered as reſiding 
in the three following inſtitutions, viz. Mzitary, Finance, and Foreign 
Afairs. 


(I.) Mititary. Both the Country and the Inhabitants have their diſtinct 
potue rs. The power of the Inhabitants is concentrated in the Military. And 
1 Nation is ſo ſecure, as that Tehoſe Army have no interejt ſeparate from that 
of the Community at large; and no Community has jo formidable an Army, 
as that in which every able Man is trained to the uſe of Arms from his 
routh. 


(2.) Finance. As the Power, of a Country and it's produttions conſift 
in wiſe and judicious Taxation, for creating and ſupplying the national 
Treaſury ; fo levying, collecting, and diſtributing this Pozeer, is the true object 
of Finance. 


(3-) Forzicn Arras. The wniverſal and ultimate union of all 
Porters in Society, conſiſts in the wiſe adminiſtration of Foreign Affairs; 
and as all Power in every thing is in it's ultimate, fo it ts very evident 
that Foreign Afﬀairs are 5 
a Community. 


reſpet to the Power of 


THE 


THE 
ACTIFE FORMER 


OF A 


FREE COMMUNITY. 


our tes 


in the 
SUPREME COUNCIL. 


7 Se Thr . 
| L 24 
Eccichaitic 
Chamber. of _ 1 of War. 
| * a 
| of Edueati of E __ | of — of Finance. 


1 0 * 
of Commerce. | = of F . 


T H E 


ACTIVE POWE R 


FREE COMMUNITY. 


SUPREME COUNCIL. 


The higheſt or Supreme Council of the Community muſt be 
formed of the four principal Men, viz. (1.) The Chief over 
the Cultzvation of the People. (2.) The Chief over the Cultiva- 
tion of the Country. (g.) The Chief over the Interior Order; and 
(4-) The Chief over the Exterior Order. 


The grand Council Board is to be thus diſpoſed: At the 
Eaſt end muſt ſtand a chair of ſtate upon a throne, with the 
HOLY WORD upon it, to ſignify, that there is no King in 
this Community but the LORD JESUS CHRIST, whoſe Di- 
vine Will and Wiſdom are revealed to Mankind by the Won d. 
Before this chair, on the table, muſt lie the Laws of the Com- 
munity, which are founded upon the Won p. On the right fide, 


towards the E::ſt, ſhall fit the Prime Miniſter for the Cultivation 
of 


(- 49 


of the People; and oppoſite him, the Prime Mmiſter of the 
Interior Order. On the right fide, towards the Weſt, ſhall fit the 
Prime Miniſter for the Cultivation of the Country; and oppoſite 
him, the Prime Miniſter of the Exterior Order. And near the 
bottom, or Weſt end, ſhall fit the principal Secretary of State, and 
the under Secretary. Below this Board, in a ſemi- circular form, 
ſhall fit the Bench of Repreſentatives of the People. 


In this Supreme Council muſt originate the Laws, and moſt 
important tranſactions for promoting and regulating every thing 
relating to the ſubſiſtence, proſperity, and ſecurity of the Com- 
munity. And every reſolution of this Council muſt receive the 
ſanction of the major ſuffrages of this Bench, before it can be 
- enacted into a Law. 


Subordinate to this Supreme Council, which conſtituteth the 
head of the realm, is an Upper Houſe, conſiſting of four Boards, 
and a Lower Houſe, conſiſting of twelve Chambers, viz. 


FIRST BOARD. 


At this Board prefides the Chief of the Cultivation of the People, 
over fix Affiſtant Counſellors, viz. two from the Eccleſiaſtical Chamber, 
two from the Chamber of Education, and two from the Chamber of Health. 


At this Board ſhall be determined all Cauſes which ſhall be referred 
from the three ſubordinate Chambers, conſequently every thing relating 
to the Cultivation of the People. 


(J.) EccLrstasTICar CnamBrR, i which preſides the Superintendant 
for inſp« ting all things in the Community, dc bich relate to the Church, and to 
the Merals of the People. 


(2.) CHamBir 
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(2.) Cramer of EoucarTiON, in which preſides the Superintendant for 
inſpecking all things relating ts the Education of Children, aud the improve- 
ment of the Underſtanding of the People. 


(3-) Cunausza or Hearth, in Thich preſides the Superintendant for 


iaſpecting Medicine, and every ihing relating to the Health and Strength of 
all the Members of the Community. 


SECOND BOARD. 


Here preſides the Chief of the Cultivation of the Country, in like man- 
ner over fix Aſſiſtant Counſellors, viz. two from the Chamber of Produce, 
two from the Chamber of ManufaFures, and two from the Chamber of 
Commerce. 


At this Board ſhall be determined every reference from it's three ſub- 
ordinate Chambers, conſequently all things relating to the Cultivation of 
the Country. | 

(1.) CnHamBirt or PrRoODUCE, iz which prefides the Superintendant for 


inſpecting all Raw Materials from the Animal, the Vegetable; and the Minera! 
Kingdoms of Nature. 


(2.) Cruamnszrr or MANUFACTURES, in which preſides the Superintendant- 
for inſpeing all matters relating thereto. 


(3.) Cnanzzr or Commrce, in which prefides the Superintendant of 
Trade and Navigation. 


THIRD BOARD. 


Here preſides the Chief of the Interior Order, over fix Aſſiſtant Coun-- 
ſellors, viz. two from the Chamber of Fuftice, two from the Political ' 
Chamber, and two from the Chamber of CEconomy. 


Another. 


. 
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r Board thell determine! all Cauſes from the three fubordinate 


Chambers, conſequently all things relating to the Interior Order of the 


Community. 


(1.) Cuanzrr or Josriet, in which preſides the Superintendant for 
inſpect ing the Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 


(2.) Porzric AL CnanBes, i which preſides the Superintendant of Poli- 
tical Inflitutions. 


(3-) Cnanzer or CEcoxomy, i which preſides the Superintendant for 
inſpecting all CEconomical Regulations. 


FOURTH BOARD. 


Here prefides the Chief of the Exterior Order, over fix Aſſiſtant Coun- 
ſellors, viz. two from the Chamber of War, two from the Chamber of 
Finance, and two from the Chamber for Foreign Affairs. 


At this Board ſhall be determined in like manner all matters relat- 
ing to the ultimate Powers of the Community. 


(1.) Cua urn or Wan, in which preſides the Superintendant for inſpecs- 
ing the Army and Navy. 


(2.) Cnanszzr or Fixance, in which preſides the Superintendant of the 
Public Treaſury. 


.) Cramzer roa Fonic Arrains, in which preſides the 2 
dan of Treaties, Alliances, Sc. 


And this is the laſt link of the chain of one Community, by which it may 
be united with another, and ſo on perpetually. 
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RKEASCTITIFE FPS XR 


FREE COMMUNITY. 


It is common amongſt the Nations of Europe, for the People 
to be divided into two Claſſes, or Corps, as the Corps of Officers, 
and the Cullivators of the Country; or in other words, into Nobi- 
lity and Commonalty, or Gentry and Peafantry : But fuch divi- 
ſions produce many bad conſequences; the higher ranks gene- 
rally exalting themſelves into abſolute authority, while the lower 
clafles degenerate into abjett vaſſalage. Such things ought not 
to exiſt in human Society, but all Men ſhould be protefted in 
their natural Liberty, the unalienable gift of Heaven. There- 
fore the who'e Community ſhould be combined into one Corps 
of Free-men, in which every mature Male has a right by his Re- 
preſentative to partake in the Government. This Government 

D 2 muſt 
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mult conſequently conſiſt of two diſtinct Powers, one Active, and 
the other Re- active. The former propoſes and executes, the latter 
deliberates and determines ; the former conſiſts of Men in 
Office, and the latter of the Repreſentatives of the People. If 
theſe two Powers are not diſtinct, but are exerciſed only in one 
branch, all Liberty is baniſhed, and ſo the Society becomes 
unproſperous and contemptible. 


This Government muſt exactly reſemble a Marriage, which 
conſiſts of two diſtinct Powers, the Active on the part of the 
Huſband, and the Re- active on the part of the Wife; but ſhould 
theſe Powers be exerciſed only by the Huſband, or the Wiſe, 
the bad effects of dominion would pervade the whole union, and 
render the Marriage unhappy. To prevent ſuch deadly con- 
ſequences in a Government, it is requiſite that a ſelett number of 
the Repreſentatives of the People ſhould always fit in the Supreme 
Council, who ſhall have it in their power to reject or confirm 
whatever is propoſed and debated in the fame. But in order to 
procure a juſt and equal Repreſentation, it is neceſſary maturely 
to conſider the People, firſt, as to their Quality, and then as to 
their Number, and to divide them accordingly. 


Diviſion of the People according to their QUALITY. 


A well regulated Society ought to be an exact reſemblance of the Human 
Body, conſequently all the Diviſions of the former muſt correſpond to 
the Members of the latter. By this rule a Community naturally divides 
itſelf into /bree principal Claſſes, the firſt correſponding to the Head, the 
ſecond to the Body, and the third to the Hands and Feet. 


According 
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According to this analogy, the ſubject of the three natural Kingdoms, 
being the ſource of all things neceſſary to the ſubſiſtence, accommodation, 
and ſecurity of a Community, the Fir Claſs therefore, however it may 
differ from the Order at preſent univerſally obſerved, muſt conſiſt of thoſe 
Men whoſe employments relate to Raw Productions from the Animal, the 
Vegetable, and the Mineral Kingdoms; the Second Claſs muſt confiſt of 
the Manufacturers; and be Third Claſs of ſuch as traffic in them. 


(1.) PrRoDucToRs. This C muſt be compoſed of all the Males whoſe 

emplayments have any reference to the produttion of Raw Materials from the : 
three natural Kingdoms, as Herdſmin, Fiſhermen, Huſbandmen, Miners, Sc. 
But no one of ib. Mall bate a rig io dle for Repreſentatives until be is 
married ; and tt len any on ig placed in any pecuniary or advantageons employ- 
ment under the Government, this right nu be ſuſpended till be returns Io the 
rank of a private Citizen. This Caſs carr ſponding to the Head is the firſt and 
moſt nbie, inaſmuch as without ihis Cloj: it is inpaſſuble for the Society to 
fubff. 


(2.) Manuracrurtrs. This Claſs muff cf of all the Males whoſe 
emplayments hat e any reference to the inprovement of Raw Materials, ſuch as 
Artiſicers of every deſcription. Their right of vos ing, and the ſuſpenſion of 
that right, muſt le exatil; iar te the rights of the firff Claſs. This Claſs, 
thaugb ucry honourable and in., can only be conſidered in a ſecondary viere, 
zwhen compared with the j:rſ/, iuaſmuch as though the firſt may poſſibly ſub/ft 
bowever uncomſortably without this, yet this cannot ſubſift at all without the 
former. 


(3-) Mtrcnants. This Claſs in like manner, and with the ſame privileges, 
muſt be compoſed of all the Macs tubiſe empleyments have any relation to Treffic, 
from the Merchant bo ſends the produce of bis Cuuntry into fereign Climes, and 
in exchange imports the produce of other Nations, dewn 10 the loweſt Trader. 
And although ihis Claſs is very im portant, being the ultimate means of the 
emolument 
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emalument and firength of the Community, yet it muſt appear io every attentive 
obſerver, that it is but as the Arms and Feet ta the others. 


Every individual Male in the Community, cen be arrives at the age of 
Eighteen Tears, and is declared a Man, muſt be enrolled in ſome one of theſe 
Claſſes. He may be permitted occaſicnally to remove from one to another, but 
cannot be conſidered as a Member of more than one at a time, nor can any poſ- 
ſible fituaticn in life exempt him from this enrollment. 


Droijion of the People according to their NUMBER. 


A Community always conſiſts of a Number of Families, more or leſs, dwel- 
ling on a Trad of Country, greater or ſmaller. According to the multitude 
of the former, and the extent of the latter, it may be divided into Diſtricis, 
which again may be ſubdivided into Pariſber. 


(„.) 4 ParrsH ought to contain fuch a number Families as may be con- 
weniently ſuperintended by One Ecclefraftic, One Phyſician, One Magiſtrate, Sc. 
This number cannot Tell be leſs than a Hundred, and ought never to exceed a 
Thouſand. Such a Parifh ſhould hade a Temple, which ſbauld be fo conſtructed 
as to accommodate the whole Pariſh as a place of Worſhip, and conveniently 
contrived for tranſafting all their Civil Deliberations; and as every Part 
ſhould be a reſemblance of the Whole, fo the Government of every Pariſh ought 

10 be formed exattly 1 pon the Plan of the Government of the whole Community, 
in order that harmony may prevail throughout. As for example, every 
Pariſh Huld bave it's Superior Council, its Four Boards, and their Treelve 
Jubardinale Chambers, only with this difference, that each Officer ſerves bis 
Pariſh wi haut any Salary, becauſe their attention cannot be ſuppoſed to be fo 
conflant as to hinder their care of their private concerns. 


(2.) 4 Disraicr muſt conſiſt of 4 number of Pariſhes, not fewer than 
Ten, 1.67 more than a Hundred, and the Government of it will of courſe have a 


5 reſemblance 
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reſemblance as veil lo the whole Community as 10 it's Parts; and the Seat of this 
Government ſhould be near the center of the Diſtrict, in it's principal Town. 


(3-) Tur whore Community conſiſts of theſe Diſtricts, and their univer- 
fal Government ſhould be concentrated as near as can be to the Center of the 
Community in the capital Town or Metropolis. Communities night be greater 
or ſmaller, but it would be very difficult to preſcribe any limits; only thus much 
may be ſaid on the ſubjeft, that the more diſtin? and regular every Pariſh can be 
governed Twithin itſelf, and likewiſe every Diſtrict within itſelf, the greater 
is the magnitude to which that whole Community is capable of growing, becauſe 
it is an univerſal Rule, that all Perfection increaſes according to the diftintine/s of 
the paris, their multiplicity, and their union. 


Election of the Twenty Four Chief Repre- 


ſentatives. 


In every Pariſh, within the Diſtricts, into 
which it may be expedient to divide the whole 
Community, all the privileged Voters fhall 
aſſemble; the Productors, the Manufacturers, 
and the Merchants, each Claſs ſeparately; and 
make choice of one of their Members, whom they 
judge moſt worthy of their confidence, to repreſent 
them in the principal Town of their Diftnif, 
where theſe Repreſentatives from every Pariſh 
again chooſe from among themſelves one from 
each 
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each Claſs to repreſent the twho!s Diſtrict in the 
capital City or Metropolis, where the Seat of 
Government is eſtabliſhed; and when theſe Repre- 
ſentatives of the Diſtrifts are afſembled at the 
Metropolis, they fhall eleft out of tliemſelves 
Twenty Four to reprefent the whole Community 
at the Supreme Council; and thus in them will 
be concentrated the juſt and equal Repreſentation 
of all the Free-men; and their place is fo im- 
portant, that nothing can be determined but by 
their conſent, or the majority of their Voices. 


This Bench of Chief Repreſentatives ought to 
be compoſed of Twelve from the Claſs of Pro- 
ductors, Eight from the Claſs of Manufacturers, 
and Four from the Claſs of Merchants. It will 
then be a matter of indifference by what Tilles they 
may be diftinguiſhed, but they muſt confiſt of Men 
who enjoy no pecuniary benefit from the Government, 
and they ought to be changed at leaſt once in Three 


Years. 


OBSERVATIONS. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 


I. On the Strength and Weakneſs of a 
Community. 


GOD created Man for Union, and in Union is the founda- 
tion of all Strength: But the two Luſts of Dominion and Poſſeſ- 
hon have always been, and ſtill remain under the ſtrongeſt efforts 
to diſſolve this Union, by ſeparating Mankind from one another. 
of Government over the Weakneſs of Mankind, by alluring and 
fallacious ideas of Power; fo that at laſt, all that which ſhould be 
harmoniouſly united, is ſeparated and reduced to the greateſt 
confufion: The Mill and the Underſtanding, in every Individual: 
The Man and the Woman, in every Marriage: The Ecclefiaftic 
and the Civil, in every Community: The Means of procuring 
Moncy and the Frodulten of Commotines, in all Commercial 
Intercourſe. 


From the diſſalution of theſe intimate, and in themſelves 
ſacred Unions, is derived all the Unhappineſs and all the 
Weakneſs which we ſee prevail fo univerſally in all civilized 
des” 


Now 
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Now to reſcue a People from this Weakneſs, and to reſtore 
them to their primeval Strength, and the due exerciſe of their 
loft Powers, is certainly the moſt arduous and difficult of all 
taſks; yea, it is impracticable, unleſs the indefatigable Undertaker 
ſhould carefully confider how, and inveſtigate the cauſes by 
which theſe ſacred bands have been cut in pieces; and, on the 
other hand, as accurately mark the true principles, by which 
alone ſuch important Unions can be reſtored and rendered ſtrong 
and durable. 


II. On Liberty and Intelleflual Light. 


In all happy Communities, Liberty and Intellectual Light mult 
exiſt, for Hell is nothing elſe but a ſtate, where inſtead of pre- 
cious Liberty is irkſome bondage, and inſtead of Intellectual Light 
is inſane darkneſs; but Z:berty in a Community can have no 
fixed ſtate or even exiftence without Contracts, therefore, to 
render a Community happy and free, every thing ſhould be 
bound by mutual agreements, with rewards for them who fulfil 
their Contracts, and puniſhments for thoſe who violate them. 
Without this Order, Liberty is nothing but licentiouſneſs and 
diforder, which muſt neceſſarily diffolve, and finally deſtroy any 
Community whatever. On the other hand, Intellectual Light 
can never have ſuch a free courſe as when the Underſtanding 
is unconfined ; but every one is permitted. freely to ſpeak, 
to write, and to print whatever he pleaſes, as well againſt 
as for the Non or the Laws of the Community: The Will, 
however, and it's fallies to Action, ſhould be rigouroully 
the 
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the Community could not be kept together. It is agreeable to 
Divine Order that Man ought to compel himſelf in regard to 
his Mill: but that the Mind may freely think both againſt or for 
God: but who can think freely, if he is not at Liberty to ſpeak, 
write, and print freely? This Order is founded on the Com- 
bination of Cauſes and Effects, wherein Eflux ought always to 
follow upon Infiux, elſe the latter is ſtopped, and Man in the 
ſame proportion degenerates into ſtupidity. 


III. On the tio moſt effential Contracts. 


The firſt and moſt important of all Contracts in a Community 
is the Decalogue, which teaches, (1.) Not to worſhip more 
than One Gop. (2.) Not to prophane or lightly eſteem his 
Word and Commandments. (g.) To keep ſacred and obſerve 
the Union with Gor, by ſhunning all Evils as Sins againſt 
him. (4.) To love and reſpet the Laws and the Country 
as our Father and Mother. (5.) That he is to be puniſhed, 
who hates his Neighbour, revenges, perſecutes, or commits 
Murder. (6.) That he is to be puniſhed, who violates the Con- 
jugal Tie, or lives an Anti-conjugal Life. (7.) That he is to 
be puniſhed, who defrauds others of their property by artifice or 
deceit. (8.) That he is to be puniſhed, who calumniates his 
Neighbour, or bears falſe witneſs againſt him. (.) That he who. 
indulges the defire of depriving his Neighbour of his Property, 
yields himſelf to that fatanic Principle which deprives him of 
all Innocence. (10.) That he who indulges the proud deſire of 
domineering over others, yields himſelf up to the deviliſh Prin- 
ciple which deprives him of all genuine Liberty. 

E 2 
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The ſecond and like facred Contract is that which ſhould 
fubſiſt between the Man and the Woman in every Marriage in this 
Community, viz. (1.) That the Huſband ſhall not love any other 
Woman but his own. (2.) That he ſhall not violate or lighily 
eſteem the Laws of Marriage. (g.) That he keep ſacred the 
Union with his Wife, by a diligent obſervance of the ultimate 
endearment. (4.) That the Lozd and the Church, or ia other 
words, the Word and Doctrine therefrom, be loved and reſpected 
as their Father and Mother. (5.) That the Wife ought not to 
be without religious Doctrine. (6.) That the Wife ought not 
to live contrary to her received Doctrine of Religion. (7.) That 
ſhe ought not to be of a different Religion from her Huſband. 
(8.) And that ſhe ought not to be deceitful or hypocritical in 
her Religion. (9 and 10.) That in Order that Love and Wiſdom, 
Innocence and Liberty may prevail, the Luſts of Dominion and 
Poſſeſſion ought not to exiſt either in the Huſband or the Wife. 


No Perſon ought to be permitted to participate in the protec- 
tion and privileges of this State, but fuch as fign both theſe 
to them; the former in common Life, and the latter within his. 
own Family. 


IV. On the Compatt between the Peopie and the 


Government. 


In every Community always ſubſiſts a grand Lam or Form of 
the Community, which in fat is nothing elſe but the Contract 
between 


— 
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between the People and the Government. It is of vaſt impor- 
tance that this Form be prudently and rationally compoſed, be- 
cauſe a life regulated by this Form, is to be continually obſerved 
by the Individuals which compoſe the State: For when the Form 
is not rational, the obſervance thereof is productive of inſane in- 
ſtead of reaſonable conduct, conſequently it ſpreads in the ſame 
proportion milery inſtead of happineſs. No Form of the Conſti- 
tution, in any civihzed Community, has hitherto exiſted, which 
has not more or leſs been compoſed of heterogeneous ma- 
terials, and of courſe been a Monſter. The reaſon is, that 
thoſe who have compoſed ſuch Conſtitutions, have not them- 
ſelves rationally underſtood the Doctrine of Alliance or Con- 
tracts, when nevertheleſs all Felicity conſiſts in ſuch Union; 
and on the contrary, all Miſery reſults from the diſſolution 
thereof. There are particularly three kinds of Alliance, all 
of which are of the greateſt conſequence to be intimately un- 


derſtood before any one can be competent for compoſing a Con- 
dum 


(1.) The Spiritual Alliance of a Community, which is between 
the Loxp and his Church; or, between the Doctrine and the 
Life; or, the Underſtanding and the Will; or, Truth and Good- 
neſs; or, Intellectual Light and Liberty. Upon the intimate 
knowledge of this Alliance depends the whole improvement of 
Man. 


(2.) The Conjugal Alliance of the Community, which is between 
the Sexes, or between the Underſtanding in the Man and the Will 
in the Woman; or, Man's Wiſdom and Woman's Love, becauſe 
upon this depends intirely the improvement of the very elements 
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in all Communities, which are Marriages, or the Conjugal 
Unions, and not, either Man or Woman ſeparately conſidered. 


(3.) The Civil Alliance in a Community, which is between the 
People and the Country, the Eccleſiaſtical and the Civil, the 
Individual and his Occupation, Money and Commodities, 
Country and Towns, &c. &c. becauſe on an intimate acquain- 
tance with all theſe kinds of Alliance depends intirely the foun- 
dation of a Community, and of courle the whole improvement 
of the Community at large. 


V. On the moſt common and moſt powerful of 
all moral Evils, in all Civilized Communities. 


The Queſtion has been much agitated of late years amongſt 
Philoſophers, What is the moſt radical moral Evil of the preſent 
Century? But no true anſwer, as yet, has been given to it. The 
beſt is like the recipe of a Phyſician who is unacquainted with 
the nature of his patient's diſeaſe, and conſequently with the moſt 
efficacious remedy. In mixing a great variety of ingredients, 
he entertains a crude hope that peradventure ſome one may 
reach the cauſe. Or like a General on the approach of an 
engagement which 1s to decide the fate of the War, who not 
having ſufficient depth of judgment for penetrating his Enemy's 
weakeſt fide, attacks him on many fides at once, on a preſump- 
tion, that though he ſhould facrifice many lives in the attempt, 
ſome one may prove ſucceſsful; not conſidering, that in this caſe, 


he ſhould have an army proportionably numerous to the deledts 
6 


he 
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he muſt hazard, and that the victory is never ſo cheaply won, and 
ſo abſolutely certain, as when the Enemy is attacked in the 
weakeſt part. My idea on this grand and important queſtion is 
that which I have already made known,* viz. That the radical 
moral Evil of the paſt and preſent Century, and which will till 
continue to ſubſiſt, is the contempt of a true Conjugal Life, agree- 
able to the order of Creation, and the perverſion thereof into the 
Antli-confugal Life, which is now ſo prevalent. Nothing is fo eaſy 
as to prove this; but where is the Prelate or Politician who would 
believe me? Notwithſtanding, it may be affirmed, that if ever 
Chriſtianity, Religion, or Morality be implanted and thrive in 
a Community, it will be only by means of extirpating the baſe 
Anti-conjugal Life, and introducing univerſally the noble Conjugal 
Life. By Anti-conjugal Life, I do not here mean the attachment 
of one unmarried Man to one free Woman, and ſimply Concubi- 
nage, which under certain regulations: never ought to be for- 
bidden in a Free State; but I mean, (1.) Adultery.' (2.) The 
Luſt of Variety. (3.) The Luſt of Defloration. (4.) The Luſt of 
Violation. (5.) The Luſt of Seducing the Innocent. If theſe five 
ſpecies of Laſciviouſneſs are not rooted out of a Society, and 
eſpecially from among Men in Office, both Ecclefiaftical and 
Civil, and from all ſuch as by their exalted ſphere in life, ſhould 
be examples to others; then that Society, under the moſt excel- 
lent Laws, adminiſtered by the moſt able Magiſtrates, with the 
richeſt Treafury, and the moſt potent Army, can be nothing elſe 
but a neſt for Vice of every kind, and an habitation for Miſery in 


every degree. 


* To the Royal Patriotic Society in Sweden. 


VI. On the moſt powerſul and moſt common 


natural Ewil. * 


Men ſeem to be flill lefs acquaiated, in what conſiſts the moſt 
radical natural Evil of civilized Communities in the preſent 
Century. All feel more or leſs the oppreſſive yoke impoſed by 
the Tyranny of Money, but moſt Men think it cannot be other- 
wiſe; and nobody ſeems acquainted with the true ſource of this 
Tyranny, or the means of removing it: Still leſs do they ſeem 
aware, that in this conſiſts the moſt general and moſt powerful of 
all Political or Q conomical Evils in all cultivated Societies. The 
root of this Evil, however, is no other than that the acceſſion of 
Money is intirely independent of the Production of Commo- 
dilies; and the reaſon of this is, that Gold and Silver are the firſt 
Standards or Meaſures for all other Commodities. By the former, 
or acceſſion of Money, the only true means of all natural felicity, 
which is Induſtry and Diligence in what is really uſeful, is intirely 
ſuffocated; and by the latter, or Gold and Silver, Money has it's 
own beginning, courſe, and progreſs, which is independent of all 
uſeful productions. But on this ſubject none are more blind 
than thoſe whoſe profeſſion is that of Financeering and Uſury. 
To ſuch more than Egyptian darkneſs has the idolizing of Money 
reduced the preſent Century. However, this Evil is fo terrible, 
that unleſs it be removed, all Political and Cconomical Good in 
every State will be fo utterly ſuffocated, as to be irremediable by 
the molt powerful Monarchs and the moſt perfect Laws. The 
only remaining baſis which bears up Catholiciſm, Judaiſm, the 


Proteſtant Solifidianiſm, the Ecclefiaftical Hierarchy, and in one 
word, 
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word, the whole deformed Temple of Idols, is this Tyranny of 
Money. As ſoon as it's power is broken, their whole motley 
firufture will be fo diffolved as not to leave one ſtone upon 
another. 


Notwithſtanding the check which Moral Evil may at preſent 
receive from the influence of Truth and univerſal Philanthropy, 
in this enlightened Age, ſtill we find it ſupported in all it's deſ- 
tructive power, and ſpreading it's baneful influence far and wide, 
only by means of this Tyranny of Money. The Holy Scripture 
is uſed as a vile proſtitute, the Laws are violated, Juſtice is fold, 
Men in places are not aſhamed to take bribes, the Monarchs are 
{laves, Divine Liberty is exiled, and this ftream of Evils has over- 
flowed all Communities. And the true fource of all this is the 
Tyranny of Mammon, who has uſurped his hateful dominion 
over the Human Race. 


VII. On True Policy. 


True Policy is nothing elſe but — 
of a Community continually, or in other words, of concentrating 
within itſelf innumerable Powers ; but as all Poruers come only from 
Gop, conſequently, properly ſpeaking, Policy is nothing but that 
Doctrine whichteaches us how and by what means we may receive 
Powers in an unlimited meaſure from him. It appears as if we 
could procure for ourſelves Powers from other quarters than 
from Gop, by means of ſeveral arts which Man at preſent calls 
Policy. But theſe Powers are only Thefts, and all that is ſtolen 


muſt be reſtored, when the Thief muſt receive a certain degree 
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of pain, much greater than to balance the pleaſure of retaining 
what was ftolen. By true Political Powers, I underſtand in 
general, to be able to do what I will, provided that I will no- 
thing but what is permitted to be done: And on the contrary, 
by the want of true Political Powers, I underſtand in general, not 
to be able to do what I will, becauſe I will that which I ought 
not to do. All Property and Happineſs conſiſts in having the 
Will and the Ability united; but all Adverfity and Unhappineſs 
conſiſts in having them ſeparated ; ſo that I will what I cannot 
do, and I cannot do what Iwill. Who ſees not that Policy is a 
Doctrine, teaching how we ought to receive Powers from Gop.. 
For he who does not will as Gop wills, cannot but of courſe 
be unable, oft-times, to execute his own will. And his contra- 
dictory will, even when, by permiſſion, it is united with his abi- 
ly, ſcarce ever fails to ſhake hands with misſortune. All the 
Powers which Individuals, or whole Communities endeavour 
after, may be divided into three Claſles, viz. D:gnitzes or Power 
of Dominion, Riches or Power of Poſſeſſion, Viriltty or Conjugal 
Powers. No Man, conſequently no Community exiſts, unto 
whom a boundleſs fource of Power, under all theſe three 
Claſſes, does not ſtand open; becauſe all that is from Go is 
infinite, and Man can receive it in boundleſs meaſure from him; 
but at preſent nobody knows, at leaſt in theory, the combina- 
tion among theſe three Claſſes of Power ; when however true 
Policy depends intirely thereon. In building a Caſtle, who 
cannot ſee that there are great Powers? the ſtrong walls, vaults, 


| fairs, floors, ceilings, &c. &c. but the Fabric, with all theſe 


Powers, could not poſſibly be erefted, if a good Foundation was 
not previouſly laid, whereon the whole ſuperſtructure might 
reſt. So, in regard to the permanent Powers of a Community, 
a knowledge of what conſtitutes the Foundation, is the great 
ſecret 
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ſeeret of all true Policy, which, however, at preſent, is intirely un- 
known. The ultimate Foundation of all kinds of Powery, as well in 
Individuals as in whole Communities, conſiſts in that Clafs which 
I call Virility or Conjugal Power. The reaſon hereof is, becauſe 
Man is created for Society, and in Society it is that he partakes 
as well of all Felicity, as of all Miſery ; Felicity, when his Union 
or Society is happy, and Miſery when it is disjointed and un- 
happy. Now the firſt elementary, powerful, and univerſal 
Union, or Bond of Society, is the Love of the Sex. If we 
deprive ourſelves intirely of this, we ſhall never be able to 
become rich and great, becauſe then we are incapable of any 
ſocial Life. This Love of the Sex in every Male has two kinds 
of Eruption, or two channels of Ebullition; the one extends 
more and more towards various objects, and the other con- 
centrates all its force into one, and never flrays beyond it's 
proper circle. The former kind tends always to Impotency, 
and of courſe to Infelicity ; the latter contmually increaſes in 
Virility, and of courſe m complete Felicity. It is not at preſent 
believed, that the ſure path to impotency is extending the Love 
of the Sex to variety. It is ſtill leſs conceived that the true way 
of continually increafing the Viri/: Powerg, is by concentrating 
that Love to on: Objett. But leaſt of all can Men be perſuaded 
to think, that in every Male there is an inexhauſtible fource of 
the Virile Power, capable of being exerciſed and cultivated to a 
perpetual Increale. Nothing however is more true, than that the 
Love of the Sex, and the conſtant exerciſe thereof, which is the 
Virile Potency, is the very baſis to the acceſſion of all other 
kinds of permanent Powers. All activity and every executive 
impulſe is in ſuch complete conjunction with the Irie Power, 
that they all advance {ſtep by ſtep, and can never be ſeparated. 
Who does not find, that in Activity lies the very foundation 
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of all kinds of real happineſs? It is then evident why a Man 
with the permanent Power of Virility, ſtands on the fure founda- 
tion of being exalted to every Power of Wealth and Dignity, if 
he is but at due pains to improve his Faculties for procuring 
them. Many do not advance, contenting themſelves with the 
enjoyment of this Power alone. Many advance one degree 
higher, not reſting till they obtain the Power of Riches ; but the 
truly great Man, who is the brighteſt Ornament of human 
Society, nobly aſpires to and obtains the higheſt degree of 
felicity in the crowning Power Dignity. 


Having now laid open the only true and permanent Founda- 
tion of Power, as well reſpecting Individuals as Communities, I 
ſhall alſo take notice, in a few words, of the means by which the 
two other Powers may be acquired. The Power of Wealth is attained 
in a Community, juſt in proportion as that Community is brought 
into a ſtate of Innocence; and the Power of Dignity is attained in 
the ſame proportion as the Community is brought into a ſtate 
of Humility. I underſtand by Hunocence, the reverſe of Deceit 
and Treachery; and it is eaſy to perceive, that this may have it's 
foundation either in Ignorance or in Wildom. True Wiſdom 
confiſts in not wiſhing to derive it's intelligence from ſelf, and in 
not defiring to know more than can be executed. It is no 
Wiſdom to abound in knowledges, or even to have the gift of 
an acute diſcernment; but that is Wildom, which wiſhes to in- 
clude all it's knowledge in it's execution. Hence is derived In- 
nocence, even that kind of Innocence which is combined with a 
Rate of Ignorance; and conſequently this Innocence is the ſpirit 
of all the Power of Wealth, without which it is impoſſible to 


attain that ſtrength which. is. abſolutely requiſite for procuring 
Riches. 
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By Humility I underſtand the reverſe of Obſtinacy, and it is 
very eaſy to ſee, that it may be founded on a blind Obedience, or 
upon Liberty. True Liberty conſiſts in defiring not to be guided 
by itſelf, and in deſiring to be free from that Self- Love, which 
makes itſelf the center of all it's endeavours. I need take no 
pains to prove to the diſcerning, that Obedience is beyond all 
other qualities in recommending itſelf to the love and efteem 
of the high and exalted affettions of Degnity; and this in a very 
eminent degree is the Caſe with that Obedience which ſprings 
from interior perſuaſion : Conſequently, the ſpirit of all Power of 
Dignity conſiſts in Obedience and true Humility. The great art 
and myſtery of all true Politics, after the good Foundation is laid, 
conſiſts in the Concentration of the Powers; becauſe the Powers 
both of Wealth and Dignity may be fought in vain, ſo long as 
they ſpread beyond, and are not carefully confined within their 
due circles. We need not fear the loſs of Variety by ſuch 
means, if we conſider that no unit exiſts which hath not in itſelf 
the figure of Infinity, conſequently an endleſs Variety. 


VIII. Cn Falſe Politics. 


From the foregoing it is very obvious wherein conſiſts a ſalſe 
Syſtem of Politics, v hereby Communities ſooner or later loſe their 
Strength and degenerate into weakneſs. A falſe Syſtem of Politics 
opens a free courſe to the Anti-conjugal Life, which, in propor- 
tion as it prevails, not only deſtroys Marriage which conſtitutes 
the very Elements of all Communities, but likewiſe opens a wide 
door to Idleneſs and uſeleſs Occupations, undermining the foun- 
dation of all Felicity and Power in a Community. A falſe 
Syſtem: 
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Syſtem of Politics opens alſo the flood-gates of Decez!, and acts 
by itſelf as the principal Deceiver, by which any Community 
muſt of neceſſity degenerate, by degrees, into Poverty, Debt, and 
Miſery. It alſo leaves open a wide door for Arrogance and Dil- 
obedience, and is itſelf the arch-tyrant and violater of all 
Laws. Hereby a general Syſtem of Slavery 1s gradually intro- 
duced, which finally muſt reduce the moſt reſpectable Commu- 
nity to the moſt contemptible condition in the fight of all her 
ſurrounding Neighbours; becauſe ſhe has perverted all Divine 
Order, and forgotten all the true ſprings of her Felicity. 


IX. On the beſt Religion in a Community. 


In order to the happineſs of a Community, it is abſolutely 
requiſite that the exerciſe of Religion ſhould be intirely free; but 
in order to preſerve Harmony and Unity in a State, the whole 
Government muſt neceſſarily be of the fame Religion. No 
arguments are neceſſary among Chriſtians, to prove that the 
Chriſtian Religion is the beſt on Earth for a Free Community ; 
but as the Chriſtian Religion has been divided into ſo many 
deg matical Forms or Sects, many of which are diametrically 
op pol.te to each other, it is obvious to every reflefting and im- 
partial Perſon, that of all the different Forms of the Chriſtian 
Religion, that is the beſt for a Free Community, whic! is moſt 
ſimple, moſt univerſal, and moſt moral; or in one word, that 
which moſt perfectly agrees with the very Doctrine which pro- 
ceeded from the I.ips of the Lox D. When we without partiality 
or prejudice compare with this golden Standard, the various 
Doctrines with which the Chriſtian Church abounds, it r | be 

acknCwlieged, 


. 


acknowledged, that the DocrRINXE or THE New JERUSALEM 
Cuuxcu is ſuperior to all others, and beſt calculated for a 
Free Community. This Doctrine conſiſts ſimply in the two follow- 
ing Heads, viz. I. TuAr xo oTHER GOD EXISTETH IN HEAVEN 
or ON EARTH, BUT THE Lon IEsus CurisST. This is found 
on the three following Principles, (1.) That there is only One 
God. (2., That Jeſus Chriſt is his only Son, or the Maniteſta- 
tion of that God. (g.) That He and the Father are One, juſt as 
the Body and Soul in Man are One. For who ever faw the 
Father until the Son revealed him?” As he ſaid to his Diſciples, 
Henceſorth ye have ſeen the Father for he that feeth Me feeth 
„the Father;” and as the Prophet faith, The Son born in 
© Time ſhall be called the Father of Eternity;“ and again, as 
the Apoſtle concludes, © That m Him dwelleth all the Fulneſs 
of the Godhead bodily.” II. THaT THERE Is NO OTHER 
WAY BY WuHicn Max CAN OBTAIN SALVATION, BUT THAT 
OF LIVING ACCORDING TO His COMMANDMENTS, WHICH CAN 
ONLY BE DONE BY SHUNNING EvIIs AS SINS AGAINST Gop, 
This is founded on the whole Word, and on what the Lord 
himſelf has taught us, which we ſhall here exemplify, only by 
one reference to the caſe of the rich young Ruler among the 
Jews, who aſked him, What fhall I do that I may obtain eternal 
+* Life?” to whom Jeſus anſwered, © Thou ſhalt not kill, thou 
* ſhalt not commit Adultery, thou ſhalt not ſteal, thou ſhalt 
not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy Neighbour; honour thy 
Father and thy Mother; and thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as 
„ thyſelf.” 


Such is the DocrRINxE of THE New JERUSALEM CHURCH, 
the moit fimple, the moſt univerſal, the moſt moral, and we 
may add, the moſt intelligible that ever has appeared ſince the 
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Days of our Loa D. In a Political ſenſe this may be conſidered 


as meriting the firſt rank in point of Utility in a Community; for 
can any Religion have ſuch a tendency to connect Society to- 
gether in one band of Union, as that which inculcates the 
Worſhip of One Viſible God in a Human Form, and as One 
Perſon? In ſuch a Community no deſpotic Monarch is requiſite 
to keep together the many thouſands of individuals of which it 
may conſiſt. Their God, their King, their Firſt Man is the fame. 
Can any Religion be fo well adapted to promote the proſperity, 
and to ſecure the Felicity of the whole Community, as that which 
inculcates Activity, and a life exactly conformable to the Ten 
Commandments of the Decalogue? Where is that Religion on 
the face of this Globe, which, like the Religion of the New 
JexusaLtM CaunrcH, opens from the deepeſt ground, and in- 
culcates upon all it's profeſſors, the Charity, the Purity, and the 
Sanctity of the Conjugal Life, as the ſeminary of every honour- 
able, of every amiable, of every endearing, and of every ſtrong 
and permanent human tie; in direct oppoſition to an Anti-conjugal 
Life, which a moment's ſober thought evinces to be the bane 
of every thing honourable, the ſource of every thing miſerable, 
and the diffolution of every ſocial tie in individual Families and 
in whole Communities. This Religion has another political 
advantage ſurpaſſing all others, in the defence it ſupereminently 
furniſhes againſt the Fears of Death; conſequently, what number- 
leſs advantages may not accrue to the Community from an active 
People, when labour, fatigue, and even Death, is regarded with 
indifference from religious Principles? There is no Religion in 
the World which is founded upon fuch Principles of Freedom 
as this, inaſmuch as it admits and inculcates the freeſt exerciſe of 
the Intellectual Faculty, holding in abhorrence the old Tyranic 
Rule of keeping the Underſtanding under implicit Obedience to 

Faith. 
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Faith. How happy may not ſuch a Community become, whoſe 
Liberty and Intellectual Light make the bounds, inſtead of Deſ- 
potiſm and Ignorance. But not to enlarge, the Readers who 
wiſh to underſtand more perfectly the Principles or whole Sub- 
ſtance of this Religion, are earneſtly recommended to the 
Theological Works of the Hon. EManuer SwEDenBorc, 
eſpecially the two little Manuals, entitled, The Doctrine of 
* th: New Jeruſalem concerning the LORD,“ and © The Doctrine 
* of Life for the New Jeruſalem." 


X. On the Action and Re-attion of the two 
Supreme Powers. 


All Government conſiſts more or leſs of theſe three general 
Forms, either diſtinctly or combined, viz. Monarchy, Ariſtocracy, 
and Democracy. The firſt of theſe Forms is totally laid afide by 
our Plan, the Loa p himſelf ſtanding in that Relation. The two 
latter are blended on the niceſt equilibriums, by forming each on 
an exact balance to the other. 


The Four Chief Magiſtrates having the fole Power of Propo- 
Ing. according to this Inſtitution, in exaft correſpondence with 
the Maſculine or Active Pow, form the beſt conceivable 
reſtraint upon the Democratic Power; and the Bench of Repre- 
ſentatives having the ſole Pow:r of Determaning, in exact cor- 
reſpondence with the Feminine or Re-acTive Powter, form 
the beſt conceivable reſtraint upon the Ariftocratic Power. 
For the Power of the Chiefs can never be too great, while the 
determinations of the Repreſentatives are free; and this Bench of 

G Repreſentatives 
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can never become corrupted, while the Com- 
munity at large have it in their power to change them every three 
Years, and to ſupply every occaſional Vacancy, which ſhould 
always be done without delay. 


In caſe of vacancy by the Demiſe or Reſignation of either of 
the Four Chief Magiſtrates, the furviving or remaining Chiefs 
ſhall nomimate three Candidates, one of whom muſt be choſen 
and confirmed by the Majority of Repreſentatives; and fo in all 
caſes of vacancy in the Twelve Superintendants, who muſt be 
originally nominated - Bod een 


Every thing, according to Order, ought to paſs from Indivi- 
duals of the Community through the three Departments; firſt 
into the Proper Chamber, thence to the Board, and finally to the 
Supreme Council. Whence it is plain, that on this Plan the moſt 


perſett equilibrium ſubſiſts in the Government, of conſequence 
the moſt perſett Freedom prevails in the Community. 


INVITATION. 
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INVITATION. 


IT is worthy of the higheſt notice and attention, that the Divine 
Providence, at the preſent Period, ſeems to be combining the moſt 
important Circumſtances, for divulging, developing, and bring- 
general uſe and benefit of the Human Race. 


Now, when by means of Commerce, all the Nations of Europe, 
more eſpecially thoſe of Chriſtendom, have arrived to the higheſt 
degrees of Wealth and Luxury, and of Power ſurpaſſing all 
others upon Earth; at this important Period we behold the firſt 
Nation in Europe, where the Trade of the World has it's center, 
undertaking to aboliſh a Commerce which has tco long diſgraced 
Human Nature; namely, that vile traffic in human Fleſh carried 
on with Africa, where unoffending People, by barbarous Wars, 
and many other infernal means, originating in the ignoble traffic 
inſelf, are violently torn from every conjugal, parental, and 
focial endearment, dragged in chains from their peaceful homes, 
tranſported into an inhuman and perpetual Slavery. This eſſort 
to reſcue fo large a portion of Mankind from the vileſt Oppreſ- 
non, is in itſelf fo important, and at the ſame time reflefts fo 
G 2 much 


( 44 ) 


much honour on the compaſſionate Promoters, that in the eyes 
of all Europe it ſtands as an unparallelled example of Britiſh 
Philanthropy. 


to reſult from ſuch a Cauſe, ſhould be the eſtabhſhment of re- 
gular Colonies on the extenſive Coaſts of that hitherto ill fated 
Continent; not for the baſe purpoſes of tranſplanting our vices, 
and exciting diſturbances and wars among thoſe naturally peace- 
able Natives, to the corruption of their Morals, the deſtruction 
of their Families, and deſolation of their Country; but with a 
view to their Civilization, and the Cultivation of, perhaps, the 
moſt beautiful and fertile Country m the whole World, where 
nature produces in ſuperabundance all that is neceſſary for the 
ſubſiſtence and felicity of Human Life; and for the purpoſe of 
rendering thouſands of Families happy, by tranſplanting them on 


That this is poſſible, is evident from the experience of the 
Portugueſe, thoſe moſt ancient European Mariners, although 
their attempts have been as yet but partial and very imperfeR. 
But we flatter ourſelves, that the honour of a rational, mild, and 
perfe&t Colonization is reſerved for the Britiſh Nation; that it 
is to be the work of the freeſt, the moſt illuminated, conſequently 
the grandeſt, the moſt noble People in Europe, whoſe activity 
hath elevated them to the moſt aſtoniſhing degrees of Wealth and 
Power. We truſt it is deſigned by Divine Provider ee, that this 
magnanimous Nation ſkould erect and eftablifh Colonies, founded 
on fuch wile principles as ſhall increaſe them imo Seminaries 
for the Human Race, worthy of ſuch an illuſtrious People. 


Does 
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Does not this remarkable. event merit the moſt ſerious con- 
templation of all ſuch as feel for the general welfare of Mankind ? 
or ſhall we behold it with indifference, and let the opportunity 
paſs away unimproved? Rather let us confider it our Duty to ſtir 
up one another to act with ſpirit on this occaſion, and like 
rational and free Agents, meet the Invitation or Divine 
ProviDence; and ſtudy under it's benign Auſpices to become 
worthy Inſtruments of bringing into effect the Exiſtence and 
Eſtabliſhment of fuch free and rational Communities, in that 
hitherto abuſed Country, as ſhall mark the brighteſt event of this 
important century in the Annals of our Globe. 


It is only with ſuch a view that the foregoing plan is propoſed. 
Inflamed with a moſt ardent defire and fervent zeal, for the Good 
of Mankind, we take the liberty of thus addreſſing the whole 
Britifh Nation, inviting their concurrence, by ſubmitting the fol- 
lowing Articles to their ſerious conſideration. 


ARTICLE TL 


A reſpectable Society, of which the greater part are married, 
and poſſeſſed of more or leſs Property, have already affociated 
themſelves for the purpoſe of forming a New Free Community, 
in exact conformity to this Plan, in a Country the moſt healthy, 
fertile, and conveniently fituated, that can be found on the Coaſt 
of Africa; for which purpoſe the C:mmittee, hereafter mentioned, 
will be furniſhed with the beſt Maps and other Inſtructions con- 
cerning the Coaſt; but the actual choice cannot take place 
until one hundred Families have determined and contracted to 
emigrate. 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE I. 


People of every Nation are acceptable, provided they formally 
and ſolemnly bind themſelves to fulfil the Two Contracts recited 
in the third Obſervation, by ſigning their Names to them, until 
which time they cannot be conſidered as Members of this Com- 
munity, or intitled to the Privileges thereof. 


ARTICLE IL 


All ſuch as are diſpoſed and determined to emigrate on theſe 
Conditions, may apply to any of the Members of a Commattee, 
now in great forwardneſs for the purpoſe, and whoſe Names will 
ſoon be made public, whereby they may be ſatisfied in whatever 
upon their ſigning the Contracts, receive Certificates of their 
having become Members of the ſame. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The Cmmitter will, by public Notice, aſſemble all the Mem- 
bers, as ſoon as the above Number of Families ſhall have pre- 
ſented themſelves, that they may be divided into the three pro- 
poſed Claſſes, in order to make choice of the Twenty-four Re- 
preſentatives, who afterwards ſhall chooſe the Four Chi Magi 
trales. This ſhall be done previous to the Embarkation of the 
Colony, in order to prevent all Diſputes; and the Supreme Council 
ſo formed, including the Twenty-four Repreſentatives, ſhall ſettle 
all the more immediate Concerns of the Community, agreeable to 
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ARTICLE V. 


All matters relative to the Government of the Community, 
ſhall be propoſed in the Supreme Council, by one of the Four 
Chief Magiſtrates; but it is the excluſive privilege of the Twenty- 
four Repreſentatives, to determine thereon by a Majority of 
Voices. And when any matter fo propoſed is approved of by 
the Majority of the Twenty-four Repreſentatives, it ſhall be the 
exclufive province of the Four Chiefs to ſee the fame put into 
Execution, by the Superintendants of the Twelve ſubordinate 
Chambers. 


ARTICLE VL 


As the preſervation of the Conſtitution of this Free Commu- 
nity depends upon the preſervation of it's Religion, like an 
effect proceeding from it's cauſe; therefore the Four Chiefs in 
the Supreme Council, and the Four Boards, together with their 
ſubordinate Twelve Superintendants, and their Afeſfkants, muſt 
always be Men of that Religion, which we underftand by the 
Church of the New Jeruſal:m, agreeable to the ninth Obſerva- 
tion. 


ARTICLE VI. 


For the fame reaſon alſo the Twenty-four Repreſentatives, 
choſen from among the People, muſt be of the fame Religion, in 
order ihat perſect Harmony may be preſerved throughout the 


ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE vm. 


Tbe Four Chief Magiſtrates in the Supreme Council, ſhall always 
be either Engliſhmen by birth, or Perſons educated under the 
Engliſh Conſtitution, or Natives of the ſpot where the Free Com- 
munity is eftabliſhed. 


% 


ARTICLE IX. 


When the Community ſhall conſiſt of one thouſand Families, 
the Four Chiefs and the Twenty-four Repreſentatives ſhall be 
re-choſen once every three Years, until the Community ſhall 
conſiſt of five thouſand Families, after which time, the Four 
Chiefs ſhall be continued in Office for Life; but the Twenty- 
four Repreſentatives muſt always be re-choſen every three 
Years. 


ARTICLE X. 
As ſoon as the Supreme Council is choſen, they will enter 
into fuch Engagements with the Britiſh Government for their 
Proteftion, as may be requiſite in their Infant and future State. 


ARTICLE XL. 


All thoſe truly zealous Friends of Humanity, who are defirous 
of promoting this important Undertaking, even to the adventur- 
ing ſome part of their own Property, in order to form a Capital 
for the Support of this Infant Community, may depoſit fuch 
Sums as they pleaſe with the Commattce, for which they will 
receive a proper Obligation, figned by the Supreme Council, 

who 
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who will oblige themſelves in behalf of the whole Community, to 
pay an Annual Intereſt of three per Cent. for the firſt ten Years, 
and four per Cent. for the next ten Years, after which Term 
an Annual Intereſt of fix per Cent. till the whole Debt is 


diſcharged. 


ARTICLE XI 


Community, who cannot at preſent join it, they ſhall be entitled 
to an equal Quantity of Land with the firſt Emigrants, provided 
they advance a Sum of Money not leſs than ¶ 100 Sterling, on 
the Conditions propoſed in the eleventh Article. 


ARTICLE XII. 


In the month of November next, the whole Colony ſhall 
be in readineſs for Embarkation, and the accommodations 
for the Voyage, together with the arrangement of the Shipping, 
will be mentioned in the Public Papers, when they are deter- 

mined on. 


ARTICLE NIV. 


All the Members of this Community who poſſeſs Property 
more or leſs, and are unacquainted with the Commodities ne- 
ceſſary to be procured therewith, may depoſit the ſame in the 
hands of the Committee, who will give full Security for the 
fanhful Application thereof, according to the Defire of the 
Proprietors. And any Members not reſiding in or near London, 
ata. aaa - 4 
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kation, may impower the Committee to tranſact their Con- 
cerns, and to vote in their behalf. 


ARTICLE XV. 


As it is the defign of this Plan, that our Free Community ſhall 
be erefted in Africa, conſequently among the Negro Nations, 
not for any of the baſer purpoſes of uſurping Dominion over 
them, diſturbing their Peace, enflaving their Perſons, or 
debauching their Manners; but for the nobler purpoſes of 
civilizing, and gradually incorporating them into our Com- 
munity, by every gentle means, as by regular Marriages, the 
education of their Children, &c. fo it will become the indiſ- 
penſible duty of every Member to ſpare no pains for promoting 
this beneficial purpoſe. Therefore, inſtead of Slavery, a gentle 
Servitude is to be inſtantly adopted, and every Native redeemed 
from Slavery ſhall be free aſier a Service or Apprenticeſhip of a 
few Years. 


ARTICLE 


XVI. 


A Code of Laws for the Community, divided into Twelve 
Branches, viz. Religion, Education, Health, Judicial, Political, 
Ccononucal, Produce, Manufattures, Commerce, Military, Finance, 
and Foreign Affairs, ſhall be compoſed by Perſons choſen 
by the whole Community, as ſoon as it is in ſuch forward- 
neſs as to admit thereof; which Code muſt then be ex- 
amined and approved of, firſt by the ſeveral Chambers, then by 
the Four Boards, and laſtly by the Supreme Council, when they 
mall be confirmed by the Twenty-four Repreſentatives in a 
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ſeparate aſſembly, and thus univerfally received and held ſacred 
by the whole Community, previous to their Embarkation. 


Signed for Ourſelves, and in Behalf of our Aſlociates, 


AUGUST NORDENSK JOLD, from Sweden. 
CHARLES BERNHARD WADSTROM, from Sweden. 
COLBORN BARRELL, from America. | 
JOHAN GOTTFRIED SIMPSON, from Prufſia. 


London, June 24, 1789. 
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Hints to the Reader. 


1. HEREAS this Prax at the deſire of ſeveral Friends was finiſhed in the be- 
ginning of this preſent year, the Embarkation was conſequently intended to 
take place at the end of it ; but ſeveral important reaſons, which in due time will be 
made knowa, having kept back the publication, though already printed, whereby the 
Seaſon for the Embarkation has elapſed, it muſt of courſe be poſtponed till another 
year. In the meantime, the neceſſary Preparations may the more amply and vigorouſly 

be made. 


II. Some Readers may perhaps be offended at the laconic Stile, in which this little 
pamphlet is written, beſides that ſome paſſages at firſt fight may appear paradoxical, 
being contrary to the commonly received opinions. It is therefore recommended to 
every Reader impartially and nicely to weigh all the important matters herein ſuggeſt- 
ed, before he paſſes his ſentence on them. It may alſo be neceſſary to obſerve, that in 
theſe pages no ſuch fort of delicacy muſt be looked for, as is founded either on 4 fa!/e 
end miſplaced Modefty, on the habit of thinking in a narrow Sphere, or on any Pharifaical - 
Notions, all which, influence in a great meaſure the Evucartios as well as the Dzvo- 
TioN of the preſent Age.—For Self-Iter:ft and Pride having among all civilized Na- 
ti ns become the general and only Standards by which the reſpective Duties beth to- 
wards the Creator and the Community are meaſured, all the Ties of Union are there- 
by cut eff; inſomuch, that good Uſes, Order, and genuine Coujugal Love, the very Baſis 
of Creation, are entirely deſtroyed. It cannot therefore be expetted, that the preſent 
Communities ſhould yet be fo organized, as to be ready to receive without any Repug- 
nance the fan now formed for eſtabliſhing a new community, founded only on an 
orderly Conjugal Life between the two Sexes. For further Illuſtrations on this Subject, 
the Reader is referred to the Treatife on Conjugal Love, the Crown of all the Writings of 
the cnlightened ExraxUEL SwEDENBORG. Until this excellent work ſhall be trariſlated 
and publiſhed, the ſerious Reader muſt be fatisfied with a little Extract from the Author's 
Manuſcripts publiſhed under the name of & Sketch of the chaſte Delights of Conjugal Love, 
and the impure pleaſures of the Adulterous. 


TIL. As tke brevity of this Work would not allow the addition of certain remarkable anec- 
dotes reſpetting the Natives of Africa, and the Geography of the Country, no leſs cu 
rious than uſeful ; it is intended ſoon to publiſh the ſame ſeparately, together with all that 
the above mentioned Honourable Author has written on the Subject, as well in his Works 
already publiſhed, as in ſundry Manuſcripts more particulatly treating of the fame ; to 
which will be added faithful Extratts from the Journals of Perſons of Character in their 
Voyages to the Weſtern parts of Africa, 

IV, 


IV. All Letters in any manner relating to this Prax, poſt paid, will be received; and every 
poſſible Explanation on the Subject with pleaſure be given, by means of a Monthly 
publication under the Title of the New Jeruſalem Magazine, or @ Treaſury of CatesTIAL, 
SeinxituAL and Natural Knowledge, to be had of Mr. Henry Servante, No. 19, John 
Street, Tottenham Court Road, to whom all Letters, as a:ove mentioned, are to be di- 

| refted, In this Magazine will alſo be publiſhed fuch anecdotes as relate to the ſaid 


Prax, and may ſerve to throw a full light on the ſame. 
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N. B. This Plan is fold according to the Price marked on the Title page at 10s. 6d. 

when the view of Sierræ Leona is Coloured; but if uncoloured at 8s, and may alſo be 
had without any View at 5s. 


